St. Andrew’s Episcopal Cathedral
Advent Box 2020

Week One: Preparing the Way
Advent is a season of hopeful anticipation of God’s breaking into our world and our time. During
Advent, we prepare the way for Jesus, and this week we are going to practicing preparing. Feel free
to utilize these activities at your family’s convenience. You may choose to do them all at once, or
one each day, or just a few from this week.
Day Two: Cleaning Out
Did you know that the first Sunday in Advent begins a new year in the life of the church? We start
all over in Advent. It is like getting a clean slate. Today, help your family clean up something. You
could pick up your toys, clean your room, help do the dishes, or even take out the trash. What can
you help clean?
Day Three: Prepare the Crèche
Today, decide where you are going to put your crèche (Nativity set) within your home. Make sure to
hide the baby Jesus! Also, put the Wise Men somewhere in the East side of your home. Don’t forget
to move them a little closer each Sunday.

Day Four: Make a List
Make a list of all the people you would like to give a present during the season of Christmas.
Consider buying a present for a child on our Angel Tree, or visiting someone on our Clarence Tree.
Day Five: Giving Away
Pick out a toy you do not play with anymore and give it away to someone (or an organization) who
is in need this season of the year. The Good Samaritan Center is always in need!
Day Six: Prepare Your Heart
We have so much to be thankful for, but sometimes we forget. Today, list five things you are
thankful for in your life.
Day Seven: Toy for Tots
Sunday, December 6th is the Feast of St. Nicholas. Usually, we ask each child to bring a toy to donate
to Toys for Tots. Consider buying a Toy to donate to Toys for Tots, or some other organization. Drop
off centers are located around town and can be found online.

Week Two: The Spirit of Saint Nicholas
The true story of Santa Claus begins with Saint Nicholas of Myra, who was born during the third
century in what is modern day “Turkey”. His wealthy parents, who raised him to be a devout
Christian, died in an epidemic while Nicholas was still young. Obeying Jesus’ words to “sell what
you own and give the money to the poor,” Nicholas used his whole inheritance to assist the needy,
the sick, and the suffering. He dedicated his life to serving God and was made Bishop of Myra while
still a young man. Bishop Nicholas became known throughout the land for his generosity to those in
need, and his love for children.
This week’s activities are centered on practicing some of the virtues that St. Nicholas excelled in –
generosity, charity, and care for the vulnerable.
Day Nine: Coins
Give away some coins in one of the red kettle buckets which are collecting for families in need.
Day Ten: Send a Card
Make a card and send it to a friend, or loved one, who may need cheering up.
Day Eleven: Hot Chocolate
Share hot chocolate, or hot tea, or a cookie and milk, with someone you love.
Day Twelve: The Meaning of Christmas
Take a few moments to remember what Christmas is really about by watching this video of Linus.
See if you notice what Linus does when talking about the true meaning of Christmas.
http://bit.ly/adventure26
Day Thirteen: Movie Night
Watch a movie with your family. Some suggestions: 1) The Muppet Christmas Carol, 2) A Christmas
Carol, 3) Klaus
Day Fourteen: Bake a Gift
Bake a batch of your favorite cookies (or buy some of your favorite cookies) and take them to
neighbor.

